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THE HAMILTON MANUSCRIPTS. 

(Continued.) 



APPENDIX TO CHAP. 2. 



[Extracted from the Montgomery MSS. • referred to at page 74, ante, note g.] 



"And now Halcyon days shined throughout all Scotland, all animosities being compressed by his Majesty (who 
in a few months afterwards) having certain intelligence of Queen Elizabeth's sickness, and extreme bodily weak- 
ness, and not long thence of her death, which was on the 24th of March (according to the English computation) 
A°. D°. 1602, James the 6th being proclaimed King in London and Westminster, by the Lord Mayor, with the Lords 
of the Privy Conncill, and by them solemnly invited to take progress and receive the crown, with the kingdoms of 
England, &c, into his gracious protection. Accordingly his Majesty (as soon as conveniency would allow) went to 
"Westminster* attended by divers Noblemen and many Gentlemen, being by greater numbers conveyed to the bor- 



*ThefoHowingaecountof the author of the Montgomery 
MSS. is taken from a genealogical history of the family 
of Montgomery, by Mrs. James M. Reilly, printed in 1842, 
but never published, with a copy of which the Editor 
has been kindly favoured by her son John F, Reilly, Esq,* 
Barrister-at-law, with permission to make extracts from 
it: — William Montgomery, only son of Sir James Mont- 
gomery, of Grey Abbey, born in 1633, was educated 
at the University of Leyden, under the care of Dr. 
Adam Stewart, Professor of Ptrilosophr, and became an 
accomplished and learned gentleman. He suffered much 
during the Rebellion, being kept out of his property and 
driven from his country in 1649. He was a firm Protes- 
tant, and in consequence was again forced to leave his 
home in 1689 ; for, as he says himself: — 

" To all of high rank, birth, or place, 
" Honour is still a restless race." 

In 1652, Cromwell*s government let the property and 
house of Grey-Abbey, to Colonel Robert Barrow, but 
by the Acts of settlement, after the Restoration, it was 
restored to him, and he had a new grant of it by Patent, 
in October, 1668. He was member of parliament for 
Newtown-Ards in 1661, and on the death of Hugh, first 
Earl i-of Mount- Alexander in 1663, was made by the 
Duke of Ormonde, Custos Rotulorum of the County of 
Down. He lived much in London, settling his own af- 
fairs, and those of his grand-nephew. Hugh, the second 
Earl of Mount-Alexander ; and in lh6o, was made Gen- 
tleman Usher to King Charles II. He married in 1660, 
his cousin-german, Elizabeth Montgomery, only daugh- 
ter of Hugh, second Viscount Montgomery. She died 
at the age of forty-two, in 1677, and be survived her 
many years, dying in January. 1706, aged seventy-four, 
and was buried with her in Grey- Abbey Church, where 
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their monuments now stand. He was a man of good 
abilities, with a cultivated understanding, and was fond 
of research. He preserved the records of his family, 
and left a number of manuscripts behind him on that 
subject and others, which he wrote in the last ten years 
of his life, not having had leisure to make these collec- 
tions until 1697, as he says, — " But the gout (1 thank 
G-od for it, and for my health, and ability which had 
furnished me with some preparations) had since that 
year given me occasion and leisure to scribble these 
and divers other sheets.** He left an only son, James 
Montgomery, who succeeded him at Grey- Abbey, 
and in the month of August, 1687, married Elizabeth, 
eldest daughter of Archibald Edmonstoun, Laird of 
Duntreathf she died in 1717, and he survived her till 
1723 — having sold his estate of Grey- Abbey to his rela- 
tive William Montgomery of Granshaugh, whose de- 
scendants still possess it. He had many children, but 
only one son, and two daughters who lived to be mar- 
ried; Elizabeth, to Francis Mansfield of Mount-Hall, 
County of Donegal, and Martha to Lieut enant Thelwell 
Powell. William Montgomery, the only surviving son, 
was in the army. He married Isabella, third daughter 
of John Campbell of Mamore, second son of Archibald, 
ninth Earl of Argyll, and brother of the first Duke, and 
had one son, John, who was killed at Killough, by the 
stroke of an oar in his breast, in 1736, when but seven- 
teen years of age j he was next heir to the title of Vis- 
count Montgomery of the Great Ardes, after Thomas 
the fifth earl; and two daughters, Elizabeth, who died 
unmarried, and Anna Helena, who married William 
Heatly, and had a son Conway Hcatly, who, in 1820, 
was allowed to assume the surname of Montgomery, and 
was father of Frederick Cimpbell Montgomery, now a 
Captain in the 50lh Regiment. — pp. 47-8-9. 
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ders, where he was received by English Lords, Esqrs., and Gentry in great splendor. Among the Scottish Lairds 
(which is a title equivalent to E'qrs.) who attended his Majesty to Westminster, he of Braidstaine *> was not the 
least considerable, but made a figure, more looked on than some of the Lord's sons, and as valuable in account as 
the best of his own degree and estate in that journey. 

" When the said Laird had lodged himself in Westminster, he met at Court with the said George " (his then only 
living brother), who had with longing expectations waited for those happy days. They enjoyed one the other's most 
loving companies, and meditated of bettering and advancing their peculiar stations. Foreseeing that Ireland must 
be the stage to act upon, it being unsettled, and many forfeited lands thereon altogether wasted, they concluded to 
push for fortunes in that kingdom, as the Laird had formerly done ; and so settling a correspondence between 
them, the said George resided much at Court, and the Laird returned to his Lady and their children in Braidst ane 
and iuiploying some friends who traded into the next adjacent coasts of Ulster, he by them (from time to time) was 
informed of the state of that country, whereof he made his benefit (though with great cost and pains, as hereafter 
shall be related), giving frequent intimation of occurrences to his said brother, which were repeated to the King. 
After the King was some mouths in his palace at Whitehall, even in the first year of hi3 reign, the affairs of Ireland 
came to be considered, and an office of inquest by jurors was held before some judges, whereby the forfeited tern po- 
ral lands, and abbey lands, and impropriations, andcthers of that sort, were found to have been vested in the Queen, 
and to be now lawfully descended to the King; but the rebellion and commotions raised by O'Doherty and his as- 
sociates in the county of Donegal, retarded (till next year) the further procedures to settlement. 

" In the mean while the said Laird in the said first year of the King's reign pitched upon the following way (which 
he thought most fair and feazable.) to get an estate in lands even with free consent of the forfeiting owner of them, 
and it was thus, viz. :— The said Laird (in a short time after his return from the English Court) had got full infor- 
mation from his said trading friends of Con O'Neil's case and imprisonment in Carriokfergustowne, on account 
of a quarrell made by his servants with some soldiers in Belfast, done before the Queen died, whica happened in 
manner next following, to witt:— The said servants being sent with runletts to bring wine from Belfast aforesaid, 
unto the said Con, their master and Great Teirne, as they called him, then in a grand debauch at Castlereagh, with 
his brothers, his friends, and followers ; they returning (without wine) to him, battered and bled, complained that 
the soldiers had taken the wine, with the casks, from them by force. Con enquiring (of them) into the matter, they 
confessed their number twice exceeded the soldiers, who indeed had abused them, they being very drunk. On this 

b Hugh Montgomery, the Cth Laird, eldest son of the mansion-house there, repaired the old Castle, and 

Adam, the 5th Laird of Braidstaine, in Scotland, was the Church, and also the Churches at Grey-abbey, and 

born about 1560. " In 1622, he was created Viscount Comber, and built a large Church in Donughadee, and 

Montgomery of the Great Ards." His patent purposes another ia Pjrtpatrick, and repaired the Church in 

to be granted «' on account of the many and great de- Kilmore parish, and . furnished .'all these 'six houses of 

serts, and the assistance strenuously afforded by our God with large Bibles of the new translation, and Com- 

doar and faithful Hugh Montgomery of Braidstaine, in mon Prayer Books of 1603, being a firm professed friend 

our kingdom of Sootland, knight, in pacifying of Clan- to the Established Protestant Religion, He also built 

deboye, after rebellion, in the tumults of the peasants of that very useful work, the quay and harbour of D - 

Ulster; also, in paeifying of Ardes, in our kingdom of naghadee, and erected a great School in Newtownards, 

Ireland, a colony of Scots being brouirht in i he beginning wtiich he endowed. He departed this life at his house 

ot our reign over from Great Britain into Clandeboye and there, after a long and useful life, on the 25th of May, 

Ardes, towards the increase of the reformed religion, 1636, in the seventy-sixth year of his age, universally 

and towards the obedience of the peasants towards us." revered and loved, obeyed by the Irish, and much es- 

In 1626, he had a licence from King Char.es I. to im- teemed by Con O'Neill, and his follower?, but especially 

port arms for the use of his tenants, and to pass into by his own tenants and planters, who deeply lamented 

Scotland to his estates there, as often as he required, his loss, as their great protector, and patron."— Mr?. 

especially at that time to carry over materials to build Reillys Genealogical History of the family of Alontgoutery, 

a Church at Port Montgomery [now Portpatrick], which pp. 41-2. 

he had purchased, together with Dunsky Castle and the c Then Dean of Norwich, and Chaplain to the King, 

estate, from Sir Robert Adair of Kiuhilt, besides getting and afterwards Bishop of Meath, to which See he was 

Newtown-Ardsmadea Borough to return two Members promoted in 1610, and died in 1620. 
to Parliament, with many other privileges. He rebuilt 
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report of the said servants. Con was vehemently moved to anger; reproached them bitterly; and, in rage sword 
by his father, and by all his Jioble ancestors' souls, that none of them should ever serve him or his family (for he 
was married and had issue) if they went not back forthwith and did not revenge the affront done to him and them- 
selves, by those few Boddagh S-isonagh soldiers (as he termed them). The said servants (as yet more than half 
drunk), avowed to execute that revenge, and hasted away instantly ; arming themselves in the best way thev 
could, in that short time, and engaged the same soldiers (from words to blows), assaulting them with their 
weapons ; and in the scuffle (for it was no orderly fight), one of the soldiers happened to receive a wound, of 
which he died that night, and some older slashes were given; but the Teagues were beaten off and chased, some 
sore wounded and others tilled ; enly the best runners got away Scott free. The pursuit was not far, because the 
soldiers feared a second assault from the hill of Castlereagh, where the said Cod, with his two brothers, friends, and 
followers Tor want of more dorgh) stood beholders of the chase. Then in a week next after this fray, an office of 
enquest was held on Con, and those of his said friends and followers, and also on the servants, and on all that 
were suspected to be procurers, advisers, or actors therein, and all whom the Provost Marshall could seize 
(were taken), by which office the said Con, with some of his friends, were found guilty of levying war against 
the Queen. This mischief happened a few months before her death; and the whole matter being well known to 
the said Laird, and his brother, and his friends, soon after the King's accession to the English Crown, early ap- 
plication was made to his Majesty for a graut of half the said Con's lands, the rest to Con himself, which was 
readily promised ; but could not, till the second of his reign, by any means be performed, by reason of the obstacles 
to the settlement of Ireland aforesaid. 

" But I must a little go retrograde, to make my report of their affairs better understood. The Laird having met 
with his brother, and returned from London (as before mentioned), came home, (his second son being then about 
the third year of his age), and industriously minded the affairs in Ireland ; and, by his said brother, gave frequent 
intimations to the King, or his Secretary for Scotland, of all occurrences he could learne, especially out of Ulster 
(which had never been fully made subject to England) ; which services of the Laird, and the King's promise, were 
by his brother renewed in the King's memory, as occasion served to that purpose. And the effects answered his 
pains and expectations, which was in this manner, viz. — The Queen being dead, the King filling her (late) throne> 
O'Doherty soon subdued, and the Chief-Governors in this kingdom of Ireland foreseeing alteration in places, and 
the King's former connivance of supplies, and his secret favor to the O'Neils and M c Donnells, in counties of Dawn 
and Antrim (being now well known) as to make them his friends, and a future party for facilitating his peace- 
able entry and possession in those northern parts of the country (if needful), it so came to pass that the said 
Con had liberty to walk at his pleasure (in the day time) in the streets of Carrickfergus, and to entertain his 
friends and tenants in any victualling house within the towne, having only a single sentinel to keep him in cus- 
tody, and every night delivered him to the Marshall. And thus Con's confinement (which lasted several months 
after the Queen's death) was the easier, and supportable enough, iu regard that his estate was not seized by thn 
escheators, and that his words (at his grand debauch aforesaid) were reputed very pardonable, seeing greater 
offences would be remitted by his Majesty's gracious declaration of amnesty, which was from time to time ex- 
pected, but delayed on the obstacles aforesaid. 

44 la the mean time, the Laird used the same sort of contrivance for Con's escape as he had heretofore done for 
his own ; and thus it was, viz. : — The Laird had formerly employed, for intelligence as aforesaid, one Thomas 
Montgomery, of Blackstown, a fee farmer, (in Scotland, they call such gentlemen feuers), he was a cadet of the 
family of Braidstane, but of a remote sanguinity to the Laird, whose actions are now related. This Thomas had 
personally divers times traded with grain and other things to Carrickfergus, and was well trusted therein ; and 
had a small bark, of which he was owner and constant commander ; which Thomas being a discreet, sensible 
gentleman, and having a fair prospect given him of raising his fortune in Ireland, was now employed and fur- 
nished with instructions and letters to the said Cou, who, on a second speedy application in the affair, consented 
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to the terms proposed by the Laird, and to go to him at Braidstane, provided the said Thomas would bring his 
escape so about as if constrained, by force and fears of death, to go with hia. These resolutions being with full 
secrecy concerted, Thomas aforesaid (as the Laird had formerly advised) having made love to the Town Mar. 
shaU's daughter, called Annas Dobbin (whom I have often seen and spoken with, for she lived in Newtown till 
Anno I6ti4), and had gained her's and parent's consents to be wedded together. This took umbrages of suspicion 
away, and so by contrivance with his espoused, an opportunity, one night, was given to the said Thomas and his 
barque's crew to take on board the said Con, as it were by force, he making no noise for fear of being stabbed, as 
was reported next day through the town. 

"The escape being thus made, and the bark, before next sun-set, arriving safe at the Larggs, in Scotland, on no- 
tice thereof our valorous and well-bred Laird kept his state, staying at home, and sent his brother-in-law, Patrick 
Montgomery (of whom at large hereafter, for he was also Instrumental in the escape) and other friends, with a 
number of his tenants, and some servants, all well mounted and armed, as was usualin those days, to salute the said 
Con, to congratulate his happy escape, and to attend htm to Braidstane, where he was joyfully and courteously re- 
ceived by the Laird and his Lady with their nearest friends. He was kindly entertained and treated with a due deffe- 
rence to his birth and quality, and observed with great respect by the Laird's children and servants, they being 
taught so to behave themselves. In this place the said Con entered into indenture of articles of agreement, the 
tenor whereof was that the said Laird should entertaine and subsist him, the said Con, in quality of an Esq. and 
also his followers in their moderate and ordinary expenses ; should procure his pardon for all his and their crimes 
and transgressions against the law (which indeed were not very heinous nor erroneous) and should get the inquest 
to be vacated, and the one-half of his estate (whereof Castlereagh and circumjacent lauds to be a part,) to be 
granted to himself by letters patent from the King ; to obtain for him that he might be admitted to kiss his Ma- 
jestie's hand, and to have a general reception into favour ; all this to be at the proper expenses, cost and charges 
of the said Laird, who agreed and covenanted to the performance of the premises on his part. In consideration 
whereof, the said Con did agree, covenant, grant and assign, by the said indenture, the other one-half of all his 
land estate, to be and enure to the only use and behoof of the said Laird, his heirs and assigns, at which time the 
said Con, also signing and registering, but no sealing of deeds being usual in Scotland, he promised by an instru- 
ment in writing to convey pirt of his own raoity unto the said Patrick and Thomas, as a requital of their pains for 
him, which he afterwards performed, the said Laird signing as consenting to the said instrument, the said agree- 
ments being fully endorsed and registered (as I was told) in the town council book of the Royal Burgh of Air or 
Irwine. The original of that indenture to the Laird, I had and shewed to many worshiplul persons, but it was burnt 
with the house of Kosemount, the 16th of February, 1695, 

" Upon the said agreement the said Laird and Con went to 'Westminster, where the said George had been many 
months Chaplain and Ordinary to his Majesty, and was provided with a living in London, in Commendam, worth 
above £200 per annum, and the Laird was there assumed to be an Esq. of the King's body, and soon after this was 
knighted, and therefore I must call him in the following pages by the name of Sir Hugh Montgomery, who made 
speedy application to the King (already prepared) on which the said Con was graciously received at Court, and 
kissed the King's hand, and Sir Hugh's petition, on both their behalfs, was granted, and orders given, under the 
Privy signef, that his Majesty's pleasure therein should be confirmed by letters patent, under the great seal of 
Ireland, at such rents as therein expressed, and under condition that the lands should be planted with British 
Protestants, and that no grant of fee farm should be made to any person of meer Irish extraction; but in regard 
these letters took no effect, as in next paragraph appears, T shall make no further mention thereof, but will proceed 
to what afterwards happened to the said Sir Hugh and Con. 

" Now these affairs, as also Con's escape and journey with Sir Hugh, and their errand, took time and wind at Court, 
notwithstanding theirs (and the said George's) endeavours to conceal them from the prying courtiers, (the busiest 
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bodies in all the world in other men's matters, which may profit themselves) so that in 'the interim one Sir 
James Fullerton, 1 ! a great favourite, who lo\ ed ready money, and to live in Court, more than in waste wildernesses 
in Ulster, and afterwards had got a patent clandestinely passed for tome of Con's lands, made suggestions to the 
King that the lands granted to Sir Hugh and Con were vast territories, too large for two men of their degree and 
might serve for three Lords' estates, and that his Majesty, who was already said to be overhastily liberal had' been 
over-reached as to the quantity and value of the lands, and therefore begged his Majesty that Mr. James Hamilton, 
who had furnished himself for some years last past with intelligencies from Dublin, very important to his Majesty 
might be admitted to a third share of that which was intended to be granted to Sir Hugh and Con. Whereupon a 
stop was put to the passing of the said letters pattent, which overturned all the progress (a work of some months) 
that Sir Hugh had made to obtain the said orders for himself and Con. But the King sending first for Sir 
Hugh, told him (respecting the reasons aforesaid) for what loss he might receive in not getting the full half of 
Con's estate by that defalcation, he would compensate him out of the Abbey lands and impropriations, which in a 
few months he was to grant in fee, they being already granted in lease for twenty-one years, and that he would also 
abstract out of Con's half, the whole great Ardes for his and Mr. James Hamilton's behoof, and throw it into their two 
shares ; that the sea coasts might be possessed by Scottish men who would be traders, as proper for his Majestie's 
future advantage, the residue, to be laid off about Castlereagh, (which Con had desired) being too great a favour 
for such an Irishman. 

" AU this being privately told by the King, was willingly submitted to by the said Sir Hugh, and soon after this 
he and Con were called before the King, who declared to them both Ms pleasure concerning the partitions as afore- 
said, to which they submitted. On notice of which procedure, Mr. James Hamilton was called over by the said 
Sir James Fullerton, and came to Westminster, and having kissed the King's hand, was admitted the King's ser- 
vant (but not in a great while knighted, therefore hereafter I shall make mention of him as Sir James Hamilton, 
In its due place) ; all which contrivance brought money to Sir James Fullerton, for whose sake and request it 
was the readilyer done by the King. Sir Hugh and Mr. Hamilton met, and adjusted the whole affair between 
themselves. Whereupon letters of warrant to the Deputy, dated 16th April, 3rd Jacob. 16C5, were granted to pass 
all the premises, by letters patent, under the great seal of Ireland, accordingly, in which the said Sir James Ful- 
lerton obtained further of the King, that the letter to the Deputy should require him that the patent should be 
passed in Mr. James Hamilton's name alone, yielding one hunired pounds per annum to the King ; and in the said 
letter was inserted that the said lands were in trust for the said Mr. Hamilton himself, and for Sir Hugh Montgo- 
mery, and for Con O'Neill, to the like purport already expressed. 

" Then the said Con, Sir Hugh Montgomery, and Mr. Hamilton entered into tripartite indentures, dated ult». of 
the said April, whereby (inter alia) it was agreed that unto Con and his followers their moderate ordinary expenses 
from the first of August preceding the date now last mentioned being already paid them, should be continued them, 
till patents were got oat for their pardons, and also deeds from Mr. Hamilton for Con's holding the estate which the 
King had condescended to grant him. Soon after this Mr. Hamilton went to Dublin to mind his business, and to ply 
telis extremis for the furtherance of it. 

" AU this being done, and Sir Hugh having no more business (at present) at Whitehall, he resolved with conve- 
nient speed to go through Scotland into Ireland, to follow his affairs, which he did so soon as he had renewed his 

d See note /, at p. 73, respecting Sir James Fullerton. other Scotsman, Mr. James Hamilton, afterwards Knight- 
In addition to the particulars there given, Birch, in his ed, and at last created Viscount Clanebnye in Ireland, 
" Life of Henry Prince of Wales," gives this account of was master of it. The first foundations of their fortunes 

him: " There was a Scots Gentleman of great learning being laid at Dublin, in the latter end of Queen Eliza- 

and parts, sent out of Ireland to be chief governor for beth's reign, by conveying the letters of some great lords 

the Duke (Charles I.) This Gentleman, whose name of England, who worshipped the rising sun, to King 

was Sir James Fullarton, who had been at first usher of James, and his letters back to them, that way being 

the Free School in [Ship Street] in Dublin, while an- chosen as more safe than the direct Northern road." 
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friendship with the English and Scotish Secretary* ; and laid down further methods, with his said brother, of in. 
tercourse between themselves for their mutual benefit ; and the said Con, well minding Sir J. Fullerton's interposi- 
tion for Mr. Hamilton (whereby he was a great loser), and that the patent for his lands was to be passed in Mr. 
Hamilton's own name, and only a bare trust expressed for his (Con's) use, in the letters of warrant aforesaid, h« 
thought it necessary that Sir Hugh and he should look to their hitts. They therefore took leave at Court ; (and 
being thoro' ready) they went to Edinborough and Braidstane, and after a short necessary stay for recruits of 
money, they passed into Ireland, taking with them the warrant for Con, his indemnity, pardon and profit. 

" Mr. Hamilton having gone to Dublin, as aforesaid, then, (viz.) on the 4th July, 1605, (being two months and four 
days posterior to the said tripartite indenture) a second office was taken, whereby all the towns, lands, manors, 
abbeys, impropriations, and such hereditaments in upper Claneboys and Ardes, were found to be in the King ; it 
bearing a reference (as to spiritual possessions) for more certainty, unto the office taken concerning them, primo 
Jac. A». 1603 ; and also it was shuffled Into it that Killulta was usually held to lye in the county of Down ; this 
office being returned and inrolled in September then next following, it was (by inspection thereof) found to vary 
from the jurors' briefs and notes, and Irom many particulars in the office taken 1st Jae. and the matter of Killulta 
was amiss. 

" About this time, the inquisition found against Con and his followers for the feats at Belfast aforesaid, being va- 
cated and taken off the file in the King's Bench Court, and the pardon for himself and all his followers, for all their 
other crimes and trespasses against law being passed under the great seal, and the deed of the 6th Nov. 1605, from 
Mr. Hamilton of Con's lands, being made to himself ;— Con then returned home in triumph over his enemies (who 
thought to have had his life and estate,) and was met by his friends, tenants, and followers, the most of them on 
foot, the better sort had gerrans, some had pannels for saddles, (we call them back bughams) and the greater part 
of the riders without them ; and but very few spurrs in the troop, yet instead thereof they might have thorn 
prickles in their brogue heels (as is usual), and perhaps not one of the concourse had a hat ; but the gentry (for 
sure) had on their done wosle barrads, the rest might have sorry scull caps, otherwise (in reverence and of neces- 
sity) went cheerfully pacing or trotting bare-headed. Con being so come in state (in Dublin equipage) to Castle- 
reagh, where no doubt his vassals (tagg-ragg and bob-tail) gave to their Teirne More, Squire Con, all the honour 
and homage they could bestow, presenting him with store of beeves, colpaghs, sheep, hens, bonny blabber, rusan 
butter (such as it was); as for cheese I heard nothing of it, (which to this day is very seldom made by the Irish,) 
and there was some greddan meal strowans, with snush and bolean, as much as they could get to regale him ; where 
I will leave him and them to congratulate each other's interview, till other occasions to write of him offer them- 
selves, and he gave them not many months after this time. But good countrymen (Erinagh or Uelagh), Irish or 
English, if you believe not this treat as aforesaid, neither do I, because I could not see it, nor was I certainly in- 
formed ; many histories have stories in them, for writers make King's and Gentlemen's speeches which, perhaps, 
they never uttered ; however, the worst on my part in this is, that it is a joke, and such I hope you will allow it, 
and also the Pope's own country Italian proverb, used in the holy city, and the mother (church) Home itself, viz. — 
Si lion e vero e ben trovato — if it be not truth, it is well invented for mirth's sake, and so I intended it, for it is not 
unlikely. 

" But before I recount the after actions I mean to treat of, I must mention two transactions more between him and 
Sir Hugh, viz. : On ]4th March, the same 3d Jac. according to English suputation, Ano. 1605, but by the Scottish 
account 1606, f for they have January for the first month of their year, as the almanacks begin the calender), Con 
specifying very honorable and valuable considerations him thereunto moving, makes and grants a deed of feofment 
of all his lands unto Sir Hugh Montgomery, (then returned from Braidstane to prepare habitations for his family.) 
John M'Dowel, of Garthland, Esq. and Colonel David Boyd, appointed to take and give livery of seizin to Sir 
Hugh, which was executed accordingly the 5th September fbllowing, within the six months limited by the statutes 
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in such cases made and provided, the other was added from Con conveying by sale unto Sir Hugh Montgomery, the 
woods growing on four townlands therein aimed— this sale was dated the;22d August, 4th Jao°. 1606. Patrick Mont- 
gomery and John Cashan being Con's attorneys, took and gave livery of seizin ; accordingly this much encouraged 
the plantation which began in May this year. Likewise the said Mr. Hamilton (as he had done to Con) by deed 
dated next day after that conveyance to Con, viz. on the 7th November, 1605, grants to Sir Hugh Montgomery 
diverstemporal and spiritual (as they call them) lands in Clanneboys and Great Ardes ; thus part of the trust and 
covenants in the tripartite indenture was performed to him. So Sir Hugh returned from Dublin, and (as here- 
after shall be said) taking possession, he went forthwith to Braidstane, and engaged planters to dwell thereon. 
" Now, on the whole matter of Sir Hugh Montgomery's transactions with and for Con O'Neil, the benefits done to 

him will appear very considerable, as the bringing them to pass was very costly and difficult, as followeth, viz. 

Con (by the said transporting and mediation for him) had escaped the eminent danger of losing both his life and 
estate; because, by the said inquest against him, his said words (and perhaps his commands too) were proved fully 
enough; or they might have been entered therein, and also managed (in future) so dexterously by thecovetors of be. 
nefit arising out of the forfeitures, as to make him guilty oi levying war against the Queen, which (by law in Ire- 
land) is treason.' Moreover, Con's title was bad, because imprimis by act of Parliament, in Ireland 1 1th Elizabeth, t 
Shane O'Neil, who had engaged all Ulster in rebellion, being killed by Alex. Oge M'Connell, (so the statute sur- 
names the M'Donnell) the whole sept of O'Neill were all attainted of treason, and the whole country of Clanne- 
boys, and the hereditaments belonging to them, or any of their kinsmen and adherents, (besides Shane's patrimony 
in Tireown) now vested in the Queen's actual possession, and did lawfully descend to King James, and was his 
right as wearing the Crown. And Con's title being but a claim by tanistry, whereby a man at full years is to be 
chosen and preferred to the estate (during his life) before a boy, and an uncle before a nephew-heir under age, 
whose grandfather survived the father ; and so many times they preferred persons, and their descendants, in- 
truded by strong hands, and extruded the true lineal heir. And Con's immediate predecessors, Brian Porfca<*h 
O'Neil, &c. Con's reputed grandfather, and father, were intruders (as himself also was) into the Queen's right and 
possesion, in those troublesome times especially, whilst Hugh O'Neill, whom the Queen restored to his predeces- 
sor's possessions, and to the title of Earl of Tireowen (alias Tireogen in Irish speech,) rebelled and ravaged over 
all Ulster, and most other parts in Ireland, until the latter end of the year of the Queen's reign, of whose death he 
had not heard till he had submitted himself prisoner to the Lord Deputy Chichester, in Mellefont. The said Brian 
Neil and Con so intruding into Clanneboys and the Great Ardes. in those days of general confusion, and (for peace 
sake) winked at, they continued their profession, and at sometimes more avowedly (by reason of the fewness and 
weakness of the English garrisons) did take up rents, cuttings, duties, and cesses ; coshering also upon their under- 
lings, being theirein assisted by their kindred and followers, whom they kept in pay, as soldiers, to be ready on all 
occasions (when required) to serve him. 

' The act of 10th Henry 7, c. 13, Ir. entitled " An Act O'Neile, aud the entitling of the Queen's Majestie. her heyres 

that no person stir any Iriskry to make war," is probably and successors, to the Country of Tyrone, and to other Coun- 

that altuded to in the text, and enacts '-That whatso- tries and Territories in Ulster," and will, inconsequence 

ever person or persons fro' this day forward cause of its not only being the great title deed of the Crown to 

assemble, or insurrection conspiracies, or in any wise these territories, but as giving a mo&t minute account of 

procure or stirre Irishry or Euglishry to make warre Tyrone's rebellion, and of "the English conquest of 

against our Sovereign Lord the King's authority, that Ulster, be given at length in the general appendix to 

is to say, his Lieutenant or Deputy, or Justice, or else, these MSS. In the meantime the Editor thinks it right 

if any manner person procure or stir the Irishry to make here to mention that the argument of the Author of the 

warre upon the Englishry, be deemed traytor atteyent Montgomery MSS., and which has been followed by 

of High treason, in likewise such as assemble an in- every subsequent writer on the subject, founded on the 

surrection had been levied against the King's own per- allegation of Con O'Neill's bad title, is neither borne 

son." out by the act itself nor by the documents hereinafter 

1 Chap. 1, sess. 3, It is entitled "An Act for the attain- mentioned. 
der of Shane O'Neile and the extinguishment of the name of 
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" This being the pickle wherein Con was soused, and his best claim but an unquiet possession, usurpation and in- 
trusion against the laws of the kingdom, neither his ancestors nor himself being released from that attainder afore- 
said, nor he anywise set rectus in curia for joining with Hugh O'Neill, it must needs follow, by all reasonable conse- 
quences, that Sir Hugh Montgomery had done many mighty acts for the rescue and welfare of Con himself, his 
friends and followers, as hath been fully proved were done for him and them; the very undertaking and prospect 
of which welfare could not but be very strongly obliging on Con O'Neill, kindly and with hearty thanks to accept 
of and to agree to the articles signed to Sir Hugh Montgomery at Braidstane, aforesaid. 

" We have in the foregoing narrative a few of the many generous acts of the 6th Laird of Braidstane ; let me trace 
him on the back scent, as well as I can for want of papers, and of the original articles of Braidstane, between him 
and Con alone, and of the consequencial proceedings thereupon interrupted by Sir James Fullerton, 2d Jac. till we 
find the time about which he was knighted, pursuant to which I observe, imprimis by the letters patent passed (5th 
November, 3d Jacobi, A°. 1605), to Mr. James Hamilton, who therein is named James Hamilton, Esq., and called 
by the King his servant. Our 6th Laird is styled Sir Hugh Montgomery, knight, in which patent the letters to the 
said Deputy Chichester for passing it (dated 16th April foregoing), that Nov. is intermini recited. Item, in a deed, 
1st October, that same year 1605, it appears that James Hamilton, Esq., servant to the King (as aforesaid) pur- 
suant to the first trust, grants unto our said Laird (by the name of Sir Hugh Montgomery knight, one of the Esqrs. 
of his Majesty's body,) the abby lands of Movilla, &c. which is a prior date by a month and five days to the patent 
last named. This was so early done because abbey lands were first passed to James Hamilton, Esq., by patent, 
dated 20th July the said year, 1605, Sir Hugh Montgomery not being then come to Dublin, bat in September y« 
next month following, the said 20th of July, notwithstanding all the expedition he and Con had made through Scot- 
land, that they might look to their hits aforesaid. 

" Item, I observe by the tripartite indenture, dated ult». April, 1605, aforesaid, that James Hamilton, Esq., was to 
bear equal share in the expenses of Con and his followers from the 1st of August preceding that indenture. This 
August was A°. 1604, which was 2d Jacobi, and was many months after Con was brought to 'Whitehall by our Laird, 
in all which time and till the said letters to the Deputy, dated the 16th April, 1605, our said Laird and his brother 
George, the Dean, had solicited Con's pardon, and the grant for half of his estate, the other moiety to the Laird 
himself, and obtained the King's letters of warrant to the Lord Deputy to pass letters patent conformably to 
the said^articles of Braidstane. But this atfair taking time, and wind, at Court, was interrupted by Sir James 
Fullerton, as you have already heard ; and that therefore the said Con and Hugh Montgomery, of London, 
Esq. and James Hamilton, of London, Esq., adjusted affairs between themselves, so that it seems our Laird 
was knighted in April, 1605, or not long afterwards, but of Knights Bachelor no record is kept, so that for 
want thereof I must desist my enquiry. 

" Item, we have heard also how that after the said overthrow given to the Laird and Con by Sir James Ful- 
Ierton's procurement, a letter of warrant to the Lord Deputy, Arthur Lord Chichester, dated the 16th 
April, 1605, aforesaid, was granted to pass Con's estate, and some abbey lands, by patent, to James Hamilton, 
Esq,, in his sole name, in trust for himself, our Laird and Con, and that y last day of y said April, y° tri- 
partite indenture was made between the said three persous. 

" Now to facilitate the performances thereof, Mr. Hamilton returned soon to Dublin with an order for an in- 
quisition on the lands of the said Con, and on ye abbey lands, which was held the 4th July, 1605, and being 
returned enrolled in Sept. next following, and wherein was a reference (for more certainty) unto the office 
taken 1st Jac. A". 1603, and from which and the jurors breefs the last above said inquisition did much 
vary, as hath been before now related. However, Mr. Hamilton, y« 20th of y« said July, passed letters patent 
in his own name, of the premises ; and Sir Hugh Montgomery being arrived in Ireland, with Con, they went 
to Dublin as aforesaid, where, pursuant to the former said agreements, he did, 1st October next following, (as 
is said) grant the lands of Movilla, Newton, and Grey Abbey, &c. to Sir H. Montgomery ; then on the Sth 
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Nov. 1605, passed a more ample patent of Con's estate, and of all the abbey lands therein; and, pursuant to 
agreement with the said Con, Mr. Hancilton grants him his lands in and about Castlereagh, ye very next day 
after the date of the said ample patent last above mentioned. So Con's whole affair being done for him, and he 
releasing Sir Hugh Montgomery and Mr. Hamilton of all contracts and expenses relating thereunto, soon returned 
to Castlereagh, where I left him treated by his friends and followers as before herein is briefly related. In 
this dispatch is seen Sir Hugh Montgomery's kindness to Con and himself. 

" Observe further, as aforesaid, that the said Mr. Hamilton, on the 7th day of the said November, 1605, again 
grants to Sir Hugh Montgomery, the lands of Newton, Grey Abbey, &c. This was done the next day after 
Mr. Hamilton had given the deed to Con. No doubt this dispatch pleased every of the three parties for their 
respective private reasons : Con being contented to the full for aught I find to the contrary, and Sir Hugh 
with whatever he got (de bene esse) in part for the presents, that they both might more closely follow the plan- 
tations they were bound to make, and therefore Sir Hugh, also, after a small stay, returned from Dublin, and 
on the 15th January of the same year, 1605, livery of seizin of Con's lands was taken by Sir Cuthbert Mont- 
gomery, and given to Sir Hugh in trust for Con's use, and much about the same time livery of seizin was given 
to Sir Hugh, pursuant to the said deed, dated the 7th of November aforesaid, Jo. Shaw and Patrick Montgo- 
mery, Esqrs. being appointed attornies by Mr. Hamilton to take and deliver the same accordingly. 

" These few last rehearsals, being the sum of the chief transactions between Mr. Hamilton, trustee aforesaid 
and Sir Hugh Montgomery and Con before, A«. 1616, I thought it necessary to be recapitulated before I pro. 
ceed to other matters done between them after the 2d of August, 1606, on which day the said Con had sold to 
Sir Hugh Montgomery the woods of four town-lands as aforesaid, and then I will (as well as I can) give the 
narration of Sir Hugh promoting and advancing his plantation after the last mentioned August. But first I 
must intimate two things, of which I shall not write hereafter: The first is that Mr. Hamilton and Sir Hugh 
were obliged in ten years time, from November, 1605, to furnish British inhabitants (English and Scotch Pro- 
testants) to plant one-third of Con's lands granted to himself. The second thing was that Mr. Hamilton passed 
another patent in February, 1605, which is posterior as you now see to that of the 5th of November the same 
year, according to English account or supputation current in Ireland, by virtue of which patent in November 
now mentioned, it was that Mr. Hamilton gave the deeds aforesaid of the 6th and 7th of the same month, unto 
Con and Sir Hugh as is (herein) before-remembred.' — Montgomery MSS., pp. 25-45 



